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RISK BENEFIT ASSESSMENT
	Activity:
	Zip Wire
	Date:
	February 2023

	Assessors:  
	Ben Wire
	Review date:  
	November 2023


Benefits: Participants can challenge themselves to overcome their fears. For some, the zip wire is a unique experience.
Risks: See below.
Ratios: 2:15 ratio (qualified instructors/participants). A ratio of 2:16 can be used with prior agreement from the visiting party leader and Chateau Beaumont. 1:1 on platform and on descent from wire. Teacher's presence requested to oversee those waiting to participate.
Accessibility: All our instructors will ensure that medical notes for their group are checked and understood prior to the activity. All our instructors are aware of various inclusive strategies and will endeavour to meet the needs of all of our guests.
	Hazard
	Who is at risk
	PRECAUTIONS in place to reduce the risk of injury

	Equipment falling from apparatus
	Waiting participants, instructor
	Helmets worn in proximity of apparatus/clearly defined safety area. Pre-session visual checks of apparatus. Strict adherence to M.I.C. recommendations. Comprehensive instructor training and assessment by M.I.C. holder. Temporary in-house Zip Ground training procedure agreed with M.I.C holder.

	Equipment/apparatus failure, participant falling from wire.
	Active participant
	Regular equipment and apparatus checks by senior member of staff. Pre-session visual checks of apparatus. Two pre-zip checks of participant and harness by instructors leading activity. Annual check by constructor. Strict adherence to M.I.C. recommendations. Monthly check of anchor points and bolts.  Maximum participant weight is 18 stone / 114.31 kgs.  Refer to NOP for how to deal with this.  Persons over this weight must not go down the wire.

	Participant falling out of ill-fitting harness. Hair/fingers caught in equipment
	Active participant
	Two pre-zip checks of climber and harness by instructors leading activity. Instructors trained to recognise ill-fitted harness and to correct. Chest harnesses used. Long hair tied back. First Aid kit (with scissors) and access to first aider. Appropriate pre-session brief

	Onlookers/instructor struck by active participant; participant striking an object on the runway.
	Onlookers, instructor
	Appropriate pre-session brief which includes a clear safety area which participants/onlookers must remain in. Helmets worn in proximity of apparatus.  Instructors check the runway and communicate whether clear before each launch.

	Participant slipping whilst climbing staples / wall
	Participant
	Participant attached to ALF Fall Arrest Block; instructors trained in releasing block if participant cannot self-release.  ALF checked at the beginning of each day.  If near the bottom of the rope ladder they may tumble and the ALF may not arrest as they are not falling dynamically enough for it to engage.   

	Slipping on platform/instructor slipping off or being pulled off the platform
	Active participant
	Participants ascend the staples or the wall and instructor immediately connects them to platform anchor.  Grip matting is available on the platform if wet.  Instructors attach participants to the platform anchor before removing the ALF and attach to the Zip Wire before removing attachment to the platform anchor. The instructor is always attached.

	Participant unable to descend.
	Active participant
	Participant may climb down the staples attached to the ALF.

	Unauthorised access to structure
	Visiting guests
	Zip Wire inaccessible without use of removable staples which ae removed to prevent access when not in use. 

	Medical issues/allergic reactions
	Participants, instructor
	Medical and allergy checks prior to session. Instructors to ensure participants or visiting staff carry any required medication. 
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